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world's history/' l The hills were wooded and the :eezing soldiers were told off in parties of twelve to uild huts in which to winter. It was more than a lonth before all these rude habitations were erected.2 VTiile the huts were being built the naked or scarcely lad 3 soldiers had to find what shelter they could, ome slept in tents, but most of them lay down eneath the trees.4 For want of blankets, hundreds, .ad "to sit up all night by fires."5 After German-own Washington's men had little to eat at any one. On December 2, "the last ration had been lelivered and consumed/'6 Through treachery, eat-le meant for the famishing patriots were driven nto the already over-supplied Philadelphia.7
The commissariat failed miserably, perhaps dis-lonestly, to relieve the desperate want. Two days >efore Christmas there was "not a single hoof of any and to slaughter, and not more than twenty-five >arrels of flour!"8 Men died by the score from ;tarvation.9 Most of the time "fire cake" made of lirty, soggy dough, warmed over smoky fires, and
1  Trevelyan, iv, 290.
2  The huts were fourteen by sixteen feet, and twelve soldiers occu->ied each hut.   (Sparks, 245.)
8 "The men were literally naked [Feb. 1] some of them in the fullest extent of the word." (Von Steuben, as quoted in Kapp, 118.)
4  Hist Mag., v, 170.
5  Washington to President of Congress, Dec. 23, 1777; Writings: Ford, vi, 260.
6  Marshall, i, 213.                               * 76., 215.
8  Washington to President of Congress, Dec. 23, 1777; Writings: Ford, vi, 258.
9  "The poor soldiers were half naked, and had been half starved, tiaving been compelled, for weeks, to subsist on simple flour alone and this too in a land almost literally flowing with milk and honey." (Watson's description after visiting the camp, Watson, 63.)